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REGIONAL MINISTER MEETS BUSINESSES  

TO DISCUSS BUDGET BOOST  
 

28 April 2009 
 
Department for Work and Pensions Minister and South East Regional Minister, 
Jonathan Shaw, is to visit two sites in Sussex to hear first-hand how plans 
announced in the Budget will help jobseekers and established companies. 
 
The Minister will meet business representatives in Brighton who may want to put 
in a bid for the new Future Jobs Fund which will guarantee a job or training place 
for 18 to 24 year olds, before they have been unemployed for 12 months.  
 
Jonathan Shaw said: “This is the beginning of working with councils and 
voluntary groups to develop new jobs through the Future Jobs Fund and by 
January next year, every 18 to 24 year old who is approaching 12 months 
unemployment or more will be guaranteed a new job, training or paid work 
experience place. 
 
“We are asking local organisations to submit innovative bids to create brand new 
real jobs which will have a benefit to the local community.” 
 
The Government’s commitment to strengthening the long-term framework for a 
low-carbon energy future was illustrated by the Budget announcement of £405 
million to support low-carbon industries and advanced green manufacturing. This 
is just one of the steps, to help make the UK a worldwide leader.  
 
As part of this push to develop the UK’s low-carbon energy industry, the Minister 
will be visiting Ceres Power Limited on Crawley’s Denvale Trade Park. He will 
hear about the company’s fuel cell development and its plans to expand its 
manufacturing to a new base in Horsham. 
 
The South East England Development Agency (SEEDA), committed to 
innovative, environmentally friendly energy technology has provided more than 
£1.4 million to assist Ceres Power Ltd in the development of low carbon fuel cells 
for the global energy market. 
 
SEEDA has also supported Ceres on an operational level to secure micro-scale 
demonstrators in Dartford as well as in finding a suitable site for the company's 
new factory where it is anticipated at least 100 highly skilled employees will be 
required. 
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Jonathan Shaw said: “The visits today illustrate the Government’s commitment to 
the South East’s future economy by helping young people get back into 
employment, and to the region’s sustainable future through our support in 
securing the country’s low carbon industry through the green agenda.” 
 
… ENDS … 
 
Notes to editors 
 

• Information about the Future Jobs Fund  
o The Government will fund 250,000 jobs in the public and private sector, 

including 150,000 new jobs created through the “Future Jobs Fund”. The 
fund will enable local authorities and third sector groups to submit innovative bids 
for jobs that will make Britain a better place and improve their local community.  

o In addition to the Future Jobs Fund we will offer 100,000 job opportunities in the 
sectors of the future that will help Britain grow.  

o Despite the recession, many sectors still have vacancies and others will grow 
over the coming years, so talented young people can take up interesting jobs that 
will give them vital work experience for the long-term. 

 
• Every 18-24 year old in Britain at risk of being unemployed for more than a year, is 

now guaranteed access to work or training to give them the chance to experience the 
pride and purpose of work, and benefit the community.  

 
• In the South East, there are more than 42,000 young people claiming Jobseekers 

Allowance. More than 1,900 of these are in Brighton and Hove.  
 
• Organisations can visit www.dwp.gsi.gov.uk/futurejobsfund to express interest in 

bidding for jobs. 
 

• Low Carbon and Environmental Goods and Services  
Sales of Low Carbon and Environmental Goods and Services in the South East in 
2007/08 were valued at £13 billion. There are around 6,600 of the region’s companies 
engaged in the sector, employing some 113,000 people. 
 
The South East accounts for 12 per cent of the total UK market value of LCEGS 
sectors, of which £2.7 billion (21 per cent) comes from the Environmental sector, 
while the Renewable Energy sector makes up £3.6 billion (28 per cent), and the 
Emerging Low Carbon sector accounts for £6.7 billion (51 per cent). 

 
• For media enquiries, please contact: 

Tanya Reed, Media Relations Manager, SEEDA; Tel: 01483 501362; email: 
tanyareed@seeda.co.uk 
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