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Our ref:    R00118
Freedom of Information Request
Thank you for your Freedom of Information Request, dated 29th May 2009, concerning Regional Economic Council.

Your request to SEEDA is:

I would like to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act:

1. The number of meetings of the Regional Economic Council (REC) that the chair of the South East England Regional Development Agency (SERDA) has attended since October 2008.

2. The number of other board members or SERDA staff members travelling with the chair to those meetings.

3. The total cost of travel and accommodation of SERDA staff when attending those meetings.

4. Details of any meetings of the SERDA board concerning the results of REC meetings.

Information requested
1. The number of the Regional Economic Council (REC) meetings attended by the SEEDA Chairman since October 2008. 

The Chairman attended the three Regional Economic Council meetings held since October 2008.
2. The number of other board members or SERDA staff members travelling with the chair to those meetings.

5 November 2008 - none; 5 January 2009 - none; 2 March 2009 – one.



3. Total cost of travel and accommodation of SEEDA staff when attending those meetings.
	
	London
	London
	Reading

	
	5th November 2008
	5th January 2009
	2nd March 2009

	
	15:00 - 17.00
	10:30 -12.30
	11:30 - 13.30

	
	 
	04/11/08

Accom-modation
 
	05/11/09

Travel 
	04/01/09

Accom-modation 
	05/10/09

Travel
	01/03/09

Accom-modation 
	02/03/09

Travel 

	Chairman
	   Outward Journey
	Nil
	Canterbury to London by car - £63.00 (excl VAT) 


	Nil
	Car Home to Gatwick - £43.70 (excl VAT)

Train (Gatwick to London) - £24

Taxi within London - £9.95 =

£77.65
	Nil
	Nil (Chairman was travelling in the car with SEEDA Member of staff from the meeting in the morning - total cost of that journey claimed by the SEEDA employee - £4.42)

	Chairman
	   Return Journey
	Nil
	 Taxi within London £12.25
	Nil
	Taxi within London - £29.57
	Nil
	Nil

Travel costs show as nil (the meetings prior to and after REC were in a nearby location.

	Chief Executive
	   Outward Journey
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Godalming to Reading £10.50

	Chief Executive
	   Return Journey
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Reading to London £14.90 

	Other SEEDA Staff
	   Outward Journey
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil

	Other SEEDA Staff
	   Return Journey
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil


4. Details of any meetings of the SEEDA board concerning the results of REC meetings.  


The Board was informed about the REC meetings in the papers for :
30 October - Round-up of Economic Conditions Item 8 - paper not published

11 December 2008 – Chairman’s report Item 12 http://www.seeda.co.uk/About_SEEDA/Board_Members/Board/SEEDA_Board_Minutes_2008/docs/Dec2008/Item-12-ChairmansReport08.pdf
28 January 2009 – Chairman’s report Item 15

http://www.seeda.co.uk/About_SEEDA/Board_Members/Board/SEEDA_Board_Minutes_2009/docs/Jan2009/item15_chairmansreport.pdf
26 March 2009 - Chairman’s report Item 12

http://www.seeda.co.uk/About_SEEDA/Board_Members/Board/SEEDA_Board_Minutes_2009/docs/March2009/Item12_chairmansReport.pdf
The actual discussions were recorded in the :
October Board Minutes, Item 3; 

http://www.seeda.co.uk/About_SEEDA/Board_Members/Board/SEEDA_Board_Minutes_2008/docs/Oct2008/OctBoardMinutes%20301008.pdf
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